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Passaic Countv. with an unem-
ployment rate of i1.2 percent, had
the second-highest rate in a study
of 23 New feisey and New York
counties in June, federal authorities
said Fridav.

fhe coirnty lagged only Bronx
County, wtriitr trfr an un"nmploy-
ment rate of 11.7 percenl theNew
York office of the U.S. Bureau of

Labor stratistics said.
Bergen County ranked 14th,

with a rate of 82 percenl and Hud-
son County, with unemployment of
10.9 percenl was third highest.

New fersey had a 9.2 percent
unemployment rate in fune, slight-
ly lower than the national rate of
9.5 percent. That was the same as
the rate for New York City in fune.
New York State's rate for the
monthwas 8.7 percent

Pahick O'Keefe, director of eco-

nomic research atthe Roseland ac-
counting firm f.H. Cohn, said the
high Passaic and Hudson fizures
were likelydriven upbythe higher-
tlan-average unemployment in ur-
ban communities. such as Pater-
son, Passaic and |eney City, where
job seekerc' "skiils, eiiucaiibn and
experience place them at a sigrrifi-
cantlong-term disadvantage in the
labor mirket" '
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