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Bond plans boost debt by $12M

LOCAL NEWS

Courthouse, golf course, road work slated

By RICHARD COWEN
STAFF WRITER

In the space of a week, Passaic
- County has added nearly $12 mil-
lion in bonded debt for a variety of
projects, including road resurfacing,
improvements to the county court-
house complex and the pubhc golf
course in Wayne.

The freeholders last week ap-
proved a series of bond issues to
pay for the capital improvements.

The new bonds will add to the

county’s outstanding debt, which
stood at $56 million in Apnl

One bond issue appropriates
$7.4 million for improvements to

the Passaic County Jail and the Su-

perior Court complex in Paterson.

The jail will get new air condition-
ing, a sprinkler system and an intet-
com,; the courthouse will get venti-
lation work and a new root.

“The courthouse buildings -
there are three - are old and
need constant maintenance,” said

Steve ]. Edmond, the Passaic

County engineer.

The freeholders have also
approved a $2 million bond issue
to buy new snowplows and street
sweepers, along with trucks for the
Meals on Wheels program. Anoth-
er bond issue worth $1 1 million
will be used to resurface roads,
which will be combined with $12
million in federal funds for road re-
construction provided in President
Obama’s stimulus package.

At the same time, the freeholders
have decided to sink an additional

$680,000 into the renovation of the
Passaic County Goli Course. Al-
ready, the freeholders have budget-
ed $2 8 million for a new irrigation
system and reconstruction of all 36
tee boxes. Renovation of the course
began July 1.

Edmond said the county has de-
cided to spend an additional
$680,000 constructing a pump
house and irrigation pond that will
feed the new watering system. The
county is currently installing a satel-
lite-controlled irrigation system,
which will be hooked into the new
pump house and irrigation pond.

Edmond said that once the sys-

tem is up and running, the county
will recycle its water through

pond. It will no longer havetobuy  tg co

Water from the township of Wayne, r‘f ; o

he said.

Edmond said the g og course ; e
currently buys about $120,000 . e
worth of water from Wayne each ' ; Iu‘mgvfstrea?\tdstn?ce Psefor te

year. By recycling water, the golf

course will avoid those charges

“The system should pay for itself E

in five to six years and thereafter

save the county from paying for _gff%;-; 750

water to maintain the golf course,”

Edmond said.

E-mail: cowen@northjersey.com
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